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RIVALRY WEEK

By KALEN TAYLOR
SPORTS EDITOR

Utah State is one day away from taking
on No. 24 Utah, just a week after scraping
out a 12-9 victory over Southern Utah.
“Not all is lost and the sky is not falling
by any means,” said head coach Matt
Wells. “There is improvement to be made
in every position meeting room on offense. It’s been addressed and it will continue to be addressed. We’ll work really
hard as coaches and players to make it
better this week.”
Starting running back LaJuan Hunt says
the offense needs to play better as one
unit.

“That’s a big thing that coach Heupel
gets on us about,” Hunt said. “Playing as
one unit, and we didn’t do that ... Looking
ahead to Utah, they have some big, physical guys that can really fly around and get
to the ball, similar to our defense. It’s just
going to be a matter of coming out and
being more physical and outplaying
them.”
Against Southern Utah, USU piled up
158 rush yards, 80 coming from Hunt and
another 51 from junior running back
Devante Mays.
“Lightning and thunder,” Hunt said of
Mays. “He’s thunder and I’m lightning.”
The Utes are coming off a 24-17 home
victory over Michigan. Coach Kyle Whit-

tingham said that the team is focused on
cutting out mistakes in order to beat Utah
State.
“We’re positive we’re going to see a
whole different Utah State team than the
one that showed up on film,” Whittingham said. “They’ve played us exceptionally
well so we are fully aware that we will
have our hands full Friday night.”
The top performers in Utah State’s game
last week came on the defensive side of
the ball. USU allowed under three yards
per carry from the SUU rushing attack.
Utah State’s run defense will be tested
against Devontae Booker. Last season,
Booker had over 1,800 yards of total offense and averaged more than 100 rush

yards per game. Booker scored 12 touchdowns.
“They have a very big offensive line, and
they’re athletic,” said USU linebacker Kyler Fackrell. “Their running back is one of
the best running backs in the nation. Travis Wilson is deceptively fast and he gets
a lot of running yards. He’s able to pull
the ball and they have a lot of designed
plays for him to run.”
The Utes senior quarterback Travis Wilson runs the offense. Wilson played 13
games in 2014 and threw for over 2,000
yards with 18 touchdowns and only five
interceptions. He rushed for over 300
yards and scored five touchdowns on the
see FOOTBALL page 9

Stay Smart: Summer can still be a time for students to learn

Annie Hall | PHOTO EDITOR |
By VERONICA STEPHEN
INTERN

What do students do
during the summer to
not
lose
everything
gained in class during the
school year?
The new school year is
here, bringing the hustle
and bustle of setting up
dorm rooms, finding

money for class supplies,
making new friends and
getting to know roommates.
But as students approach the academic portion of the college experience, they may find that
as the glorious summer
proceeded, the painstakingly stored knowledge

needed to pass tests and
eventually work towards
that long-awaited degree
has been lost.
What is the solution to
this common problem
among the scholastic
community?
While students would
all like the answer to be
binge watching our fa-

vorite shows on Netflix,
unfortunately that method has proven to have the
undesired effect mentioned above.
There are many ways,
whether dull or revolutionary, to counteract this
occurrence: taking lectures during spare time or
reading books, among

other things.
“I read a lot of books,
both fiction and nonfiction,” said Evan Hall, a
history major.
For some, taking summer classes helps to keep
up the mindset needed to
be able to learn more effectively in classes in the
upcoming year.

annietaylorhall

Charity Maeda, a senior
majoring in liberal arts,
likes taking online classes. “I love it because I get
time to study on my own.
I can do it on my own
pace which helps me with
time management,” she
said.
One method is to watch
see ACADEMIC page 9
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Smartphones, apps are liberating the blind and visually impaired

MORGAN HILL, Calif. _ Ruben Morales, a blind
59-year-old retired engineer who lives in this Silicon Valley city, has used a specialized screen-reading program for
years to write and run spreadsheets on his desktop computer.
But recently, he figuratively cut the cord to his desktop
and joined the mobile revolution. Morales was visiting an
area Veterans Affairs blind rehabilitation center, learning
how to use an iPhone’s features for vision-impaired people.
“It’s pretty amazing.” Morales said, demonstrating how
he can call up a song and play it with a few taps. “Whatever I can do on the computer I can basically do it on the
iPhone. It has the same capability.”
The smartphone, a gadget designed for the sighted, has
turned out to be a godsend for the blind and visually impaired, making them more independent than ever before.
With VoiceOver, the iPhone’s built-in gesture-based app
that reads text on a touch-screen aloud, or Google Android’s TalkBack, blind users can access anything on their

Photos courtesy of MCT Campus

phones. The user activates apps with a few gestures _ single
finger to explore and find buttons, one-finger touch to
identify things on the screen, and double-tap to push the
button after it’s located.
“It’s a learning curve, but you can learn to do every single
thing on an iPhone that anyone else can do,” said Lee
Huffman, editor of AccessWorld, published by the American Foundation for the Blind. “These devices are opening
up a whole new world.”
It didn’t look like it would turn out that way at first.
“The blind community started getting really panicky”
when smartphones and later, tablets, took off following the
iPhone’s debut in 2007, researcher Joshua Miele, associate
director of Smith-Kettlewell Eye Research Institute in
San Francisco, recalled. “Touch-screens were a real concern.”
But in 2009, Apple included VoiceOver in its mobile operating system, and followed up with the personal assistant
Siri in 2011, launching a new world of mobility for the
visually impaired. Google added TalkBack, a screen reader,

Riley Thompson

tech
talk

With the school year
just starting, stress and
responsibility will begin
to pile up as well. In honor of that, here are the
best and worst of what
you can stream so you
can push off doing homework just a little longer.
New on Netflix:
If you’re looking for a
hidden drama that is
amazing, check out “Up
in the Air,” just released
this September on Netflix. This is the story of
the corporate veteran
(George Clooney) training the newest rookie
(Anna Kendrick) as she
changes how business is
done and could even
jeopardize his own job. If
you’re babysitting or just
want to cheer up, make
sure to check out Monsters University (releasing the 11th of this

to its Android operating system in 2009 and Google Now,
a personal assistant, in 2012. Microsoft mobile has similar
features.
“It’s made a huge difference, productivity-wise,” said Jennison Asuncion, accessibility leader at LinkedIn, who is
blind. “I use my mobile phone probably even more than lot
of people.”
Erin Lauridsen, 32, a trainer at the Independent Living
Resource Center in San Francisco, has been blind since
birth and grew up using expensive, clunky, single-purpose
devices for doing course work in school. “When the iPhone 3GS came out with VoiceOver built in it was a huge
game-changer for me and a lot of other people,” she said.
She uses an app called BlindSquare for navigation; Money Reader to identify currency denominations; and Voice
Dream Reader to assemble audio play lists of documents
from many sources. She also uses Uber and a lot of other
popular apps.
“I’m on an equal footing with what everyone else does _
the Yelping, Facebooking and Twittering,” she said.

STREAMING FOR
STUDENTS
month). This prequel follows Sully and Mike before they worked, back in
college. This movie is
great and, being college
students, it’s easy to relate.
Hulu Review:
The best news about
Hulu now is that they are
offering their service free
of ads (for a little more
money). If you’re like me,
though you’ll have to settle for the free service you
can get off the internet.
Premiering and continuing this month is the
third season of Seth Myers’ superhero comedy
“The Awesomes”. If you
enjoy comedy and want
cameos by SNL stars, be
sure to check it out. Another comedy series
that’ll be wrapping up
this month is “The Hot
Wives of Las Vegas,” a
spoof of reality TV. It can
be risque, but is definitely
spot-on.
Additionally,
new shows are starting
up later this month, so
now is the time to get
caught up.
From A to Z with Amazon:

Found footage horror
films are all the rage these
days, but before that,
“The Blair Witch Project” started it all. Just
added to Amazon Prime
this classic film not only
started the genre, but will
be sure to terrify you and
make you think twice
when camping in the
woods.
I hope this has been
helpful for you. If there is
anything I forgot or that
you think I shouldn’t
have included, let me
know in the comments
below.
—Riley Thompson studies
marketing and is the
marketing director for
Aggie Radio and the
Statesman. He enjoys
everything about pop
culture, but especially likes
to write reviews on comics,
movies and apps. He
claims to be the No. 1
Disney fan at Utah State
University and will
challenge anyone who says
otherwise. Contact him at
rileymcmurdiethompson@
gmail.com or on Twitter @
RileyMthompson.
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‘CELEBRATE AMERICA’ KICKS OFF
By MICHAEL BURNHAM
INTERN

Though July 4 is long gone and the summer heat is beginning to slip away, this week will find the Taggart Student
Center ballroom full of performers singing words like ‘God
Bless America,’ playing classic songs like ‘American Patrol,’
and dancing to songs like ‘What’s More American?”
The Celebrate America Show with its full host of performers — dancers, singers and musicians — is offering its
sixteenth annual performance featuring the show “New
York: It’s a Wonderful Town.”
“There is so much talent in this show,” said Lisa Benson, a
vocalist who has participated in the show in various roles
since her childhood. “I think people’s breath is going to be
taken away.”
According to the show’s founder and director Brenda Anthony, the show provides exactly what its title explains - an
opportunity to celebrate the history of America during
World War II. Anthony also said even though the entertainment is a key element of the show, the message it sends
is what makes it unique.
“It’s great entertainment,” she said. “But it also has a good
message that tugs on your heartstrings.”
And yet while the Celebrate America Show continues to
appeal to audiences of all ages, studies and news organizations across the nation are insisting traditional notions of
patriotism in the United States are on the decline, especially among the millennial generation.
According to a study released by The Pew Research Center
in July 2013 only 32 percent of millennials said they believe
the U.S. to be the greatest country in the world, compared
to 48 percent for Gen X, 50 for the Baby Boomers and 64
percent for the Silent Generation – those born from the
mid-20s to the early 40s.
The study also found millennials the most likely to say the
U.S. is not the greatest country in the world and stated,
“Millennials also are less likely than their elders to express
patriotism. A majority of Millennials (70%) agreed with the
statement “I am very patriotic.” But even larger percentages
of Gen Xers (86%), Boomers (91%) and Silents (90%) said
the same. This generational gap is consistent and has been
identified in surveys dating back to 2003.”
And Pew isn’t the only organization making these kind of
claims.
Reports on dwindling patriotism have been written in
many newspapers such as The New York Times in July 2014
and earlier this year in the Salt Lake Tribune, which cited a
study performed by Wallethub.com which found Utah
ranking 47th in the union for patriotism. This study was
based on number of veterans, current military enrollment,
voting turnout and and volunteer rates, though in the latter
category Utah was ranked first in the nation.
“It’s a total issue,” said one of the show’s vocalists Dayton

Martindale, who is a student (and a millennial) at Utah
State University. “I think it comes from not appreciating the
times, or the music or the actual history. That’s why I think
this show is so important, especially up on campus.”
Though Martindale said he has noticed a lack of patriotism among his peers he said he has full faith that the Celebrate America Show can help people understand the importance of patriotism, especially in regards to the history
surrounding World War II.
“I know I’ve gained a bigger appreciation for World War
II times and the veterans,” Martindale said. “That’s a huge
part of the program. Just listening to the words of those
songs and learning about people who have suffered and
who have died for this country, it just means a lot more to
me now than it did three months ago when I started the
show.”
Co-director and dance choreographer Jan Richins, who
noted that last year’s performance saw less attendance from
students and millennials, thinks that patriotism is not the
issue.
“I think it’s just how the word gets out,” she said. “I think
the students would come if they knew about the show and
knew what it was about.”
Alan Freeman, who is the son of Colonel Von W. Freeman, a veteran and long time supporter of the show and in
whose name an award is given to an attending veteran every
performance, also showed more optimism in millennials.
“I don’t think it’s that they’re not patriotic,” he said. “I
think it’s that it hasn’t been tested yet.”
If attendance at the Celebrate America Show is any indication of patriotism among USU students, then according
to Dave Flandro, the maitre d’ for the show, those studies
may be misjudging. Flandro said in years past college student attendance has averaged between 100 to 150 students
per night during the show’s weeklong run.

Mark Bell | SENIOR PHOTOGRAPHER |

mrkb.ll

(TOP) THREE SAILORS are in New York for the weekend. Scene from the beginning of
the Celebrate America Show. (BOTTOM) Randall Seamans speaks of his time in WWII
after receiving the Freeman award before the Celebrating America Ceremony.

Flandro suggested a different motivation for the students’
attendance.
“They love the show,” Flandro said, “but they really come
for the dancing.”
Regardless of their reasons for attending, Martindale said
he thinks all audience members will leave with a stronger
appreciation for veterans and American history.
“The most impactful part isn’t the singing,” he said. “It’s
when the veterans stand and are honored.”
-mikeburnham3@gmail.com

THE GOOD, THE BAD AND THE UGLY OF SUMMER MUSIC
Scott E. Hall
music
review

The music world is not
always a pretty place. In
fact, it’s a battlefield. It
was rough, but I survived
my summer as an observer on the front line. I
have seen the good, I
have seen the bad, and I
have seen the ugly.
The Good
This summer I was
afraid that my favorite
artists had lost their
touch. Wilco released a
free surprise album, “Star
Wars.” It was 33 minutes
long and sounded like it
was made within an hour.

Beach House released
“Depression
Cherry,”
their first album in three
years and definitely their
most lightweight work
yet.
There were also albums
so close to being great it
was heartbreaking. Tame
Impala returned with a
new pop sound on “Currents.” It was surprisingly
enjoyable. The album is
excellently produced and
their change in sound is
pretty bold. Yet the actual
songs themselves don’t
do the aesthetic justice. A
couple great tracks here,
but also some dry musical
duds.
West Coast rapper
Vince Staples released
his debut album “Summertime ‘06,” a double
album. It’s a pretty hot
album overall. Disc one
had me thinking this was
the rap album of the
summer. Disc two attempts to be bleak, but

comes off weak.
Summer’s true heroes
showed up in August. Indie songwriter Destroyer
released a creative set of
songs with “Poison Season.” Singer Dan Bejar
gives colorful narratives
backed by nontraditional
pop instrumentation —
more like a ‘60s metropolitan soundscape.
I also loved the new
Chelsea Wolfe album
“Abyss.” Wolfe has made
some great goth rock in
the past, but the production here sounds gigantic. The guitars are noisier, and the songs are
heavier.
The new FKA Twigs EP
“M3LL155X” surpassed
my expectations. It’s an
even darker turn from
her debut LP last year.
The rhythms here are industrial and progressive.
This is some legitimately
weird R&B; crazy high
quality work for just an

EP.
Lastly, Dr. Dre released
his first album in 15
years. I haven’t given
“Compton” a fair listen
yet. I was doing dishes at
a restaurant while the
head chef cranked up the
album on shuffle. I
thought it was pretty
good. It probably would
have been better if I
heard it in order. Any
homies out there with
Apple products wanna do
me a favor?
The Bad
“Miley Cyrus & Her
Dead Petz.”
I saw The Flaming Lips
in concert two years ago.
It was as weird and psychedelic as I could have
ever
hoped. Wayne
Coyne stood onstage in a
purple, sparkly suit and a
plastic baby in his arms.
The light show gave me a
headache. They launched

canons of confetti at the
audience. The Flaming
Lips are weird. Miley
Cyrus really wants to be
weird.
By all means, her new
album is weird. The
Flaming Lips themselves
helped make half of it.
The lyrics, music and
production are all totally
random. Yet all these attempts at sounding like a
drug trip just sound incredibly forced. Don’t believe anything she says
for a second. The entire
purpose of this album is
to appeal to a minority
audience. This isn’t Miley
trying something new,
it’s Miley doing something for shock value ...
again.

ple love it. It’s got some
catchy melodies and
there is plenty of
genre-blending throughout the album. Perhaps
“genre-clashing” is the
better term. The guitars
sound like crap. When
Miguel tries to be dirty
or sexy, the music doesn’t
support him. When Miguel tries to sound humble, it sounds like mediocre
radio
cheese.
“Wildheart” would have
a lot more potential if
Miguel worked harder on
his music than on his
ego.
There are probably plenty more new releases that
fall under these categories. If you find some, let
me know.

The Ugly
Miguel’s “Wildheart”
has received high critical
praise this summer for its
diverse approaches to
R&B. I can see why peo-

— Scott Hall is a stage
management major at
USU. He plays guitar and
cries and sings.
-scottehall3@gmail.com
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WHY I’M IN THE ROTC

Photo courtesy of USU Air Force ROTC
By Colby May
ADVERTISING MANAGER

I love attending Utah State University. I love the beautiful
campus and friendly students; mostly, I love living the college
lifestyle. Something that most of my friends and family forget,
however, is that as a member of the Air Force ROTC, I cease
to be a civilian for roughly eight hours each week, and am instead a cadet in the U.S. military.
Very few people understand what we do in the ROTC. Most
of my friends assume that I’m away doing “army stuff,” and
have no idea why I would ever voluntarily wake up to go to

mandatory physical training sessions at 06:00, let alone join
the Air Force. I hope to be able to clear things up a little bit for
everyone.
I would like to focus not on what we do in the ROTC program, but rather, why I joined the ROTC program, and why I
have stayed with it.
I’ll be the first to admit that I was lured into the program
right out of high school with the promise of free tuition and
abundant scholarships. I realized very quickly, however, that
the program was much more rewarding than any financial
benefit I would ever receive as a cadet.
I was immediately enchanted with the sense of family and
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the espirit de corps that
Colby May
exists in the Air Force
ROTC program at Utah
State. The feeling is remiturns
niscent to that which exto
ists among competitive
sold
sports teams. As cadets, we
are put through training
developed to make us into
leaders. It’s challenging
and stressful, but we strive
together, fail together and
ultimately achieve together. Through the flames of adversity, I have formed special
bonds and lasting friendships with my peers. There are very
few things on campus, in my opinion, as rewarding.
The biggest reason that I joined the Air Force ROTC is for
the sense of pride and loyalty I get each time I wear the uniform. As a cadet, I am preparing to join the world’s greatest
air force. Thousands of brave men and women came before
me, and thousands will come after me. I am proud of the
noble heritage that the uniform represents, and count myself
lucky to be able to serve next to the brave men and women
who are currently in the United States Military. The most fulfilling thing for me is knowing that my degree at Utah State
and my ROTC training are preparing me to make a difference in the world after graduation.
Members of the military are servants of the United States
and its citizens. They selflessly put themselves in danger to
protect the defenseless and to make our world a better place to
live in. I can’t think of a more honorable or rewarding career.
Call it cheesy, call it naïve, but in few words, that is why I am
a member of the Air Force ROTC at Utah State University.
— Colby May is a senior majoring in business administration.
He has been in the ROTC four years. You can contact him at colbymay@aggiemail.usu.edu.

#USUHACK: TRAIL RUNNING
We’re
here to
help
you plan
your
future.

Serving the Aggie community
at our Logan Health Center.
550 North Main Street
Suite #17, Clocktower Plaza

1-800-230-PLAN
plannedparenthood.org

Kyle Todecheene | INTERN |
By Morgan Pratt
INTERN

The beginning of the semester is prime time to
get in shape. The easiest
way to do that is by lacing up your running
shoes and jogging your
butt off, figuratively.
Finding the right place
to run can either make or
break your training experience, whether you are
training for a marathon
or you are just trying to
get in your 30 minutes of
cardio.
Luckily Logan’s diverse
terrain is the ideal place
to run, regardless of skill
level. Running around
town is great because you
have relatively safe roads
and a mixture of terrain,
and it is a fantastic place
for altitude training, if
you don’t pass out first.
Fieldhouse Track: novice
Nothing is worse than
running in the Fieldhouse, unless you like
watching gross sweaty
boys lose their dignity as
they try to prove their
masculinity on the basketball court. Among
running around endlessly
in circles, dodging crossfitters, the terrible quality
of audio and the sauna-like mugginess, it is

nearly impossible to have
an enjoyable run. I recommend finding an outdoor trail somewhere in
Logan that suits you.
Logan Cemetery: novice
Call me macabre, but
my favorite place to go
for a quick run is in the
cemetery. The pros are it
is mostly shaded, it is a
relatively private place to
stretch out and it is a
great time to visit the
weeping woman. The
cons are if you go at night
you could easily be
haunted forever, not to
mention the potential
trespass charges if you go
for a run after 5 p.m.
Green Canyon: intermediate
My all-time favorite
place to run is Green
Canyon. It takes a little
bit of hard work to get up
to the actual canyon, but
running through the
pristine trees as the
chirping birds welcome
the rising sun makes the
challenge
worthwhile.
When you feel like turning around, running back
down the trail is a blast.
Once you reach the
mouth of the canyon,
take the Bonneville
Shoreline Trail on your

kyletodichini

left, which will eventually
take you all of the way
back to First Dam. Plus
the unpaved roads are
perfect for sensitive
joints.
Old Main Hill: difficult
Running up Old Main
Hill is a killer. To be honest, I get out of breath
just walking up it, but it
is perfect if you are looking for a place to repeatedly trip while running
up the stairs and embarrass yourself in front of
everyone. Those who do
survive making it to the
top say it is a rewarding
experience, but I have yet
to make it so I’ll just take
their word for it.
— Morgan Pratt is print
journalism student from
the sprawling suburbia
they call South Jordan.
She has three passions in
life (other than her husband): people, radio/podcasts and journalism.
Morgan aspires to combine her passions to seek
truth and influence the
world by becoming a radio journalist. Follow her
on twitter @MorganPRobinson or email her
at morgan.pratt.robinson@gmail.com.
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Aggies resurrect radio theater through
comedy, drama and suspense

JEREMY WALD PRODUCES A SHOW with Aggie Radio. Wald is a junior and executive producer for Aggie Radio Theater.
By KATHERINE LAMBERT
STUDENT LIFE EDITOR

Aggie Radio Theater is working to bring
the drama back to radio dials for Utah
State University students with radio written and produced by students.
Video killed the radio star, and some
Utah State University students want it
back.
Aggie Radio Theater is bringing the drama back to radio dials for Utah State
University students with shows written
and produced by students.
“Back in the golden days of radio, you
would listen to radio not for just music or
news, but also for entertainment,” said
Taylor Underwood, a junior dual majoring in anthropology and history. Underwood is the founder of Aggie Radio Theater. “You would listen to ‘The Adventures
of Superman.’ You would listen to ‘Lights
Out.’ You would listen to all of these classic shows that kept people entertained for
decades.”
The idea to resurrect radio dramas came

from the popularity of podcasts like “Serial,” the true story of high schooler Hae
Min Lee’s murder.
“People are not remembering the quality
and type of shows that podcasts came
from," Underwood said. "I feel like now
with the renewed interest in podcast and
audio entertainment, this is the perfect
time to reintroduce radio theater in an
Internet medium."
But rather than stick to non-fiction story telling as in “Serial,” the radio theater
features three fictional genres: comedy,
action drama and suspense.
“Lights Out" is a suspense radio show
that actually hails from the golden age of
radio in the 1940s. On a scale of "Signs"
to "Saw," the show falls comfortably in
“The Twilight Zone,” maintaining its old
school episode structure said Jeremy
Wald, an engineering junior and radio
theater executive producer of the show.
“There’s not going to be a lot of blood
and guts and gore,” Wald said. “But it can
get pretty creepy.”

Wald and Underwood could barely hold
back snickers of anticipated humor as executive producer and psychology and
criminal justice junior Serena Johnson
began explaining her radio theater show,
“On the Quad.”
Set around the lives of a group of freshmen, “On the Quad” is a comedy about
"freshmen who have no idea what they're
doing," Johnson said.
"Definitely when I was a freshman I had
no idea how to be an adult," she said.
"There were a lot things that happened
that were ridiculous or I couldn't believe
that I had survived my freshman year.
With 'On the Quad' I was hoping to appeal to all the freshmen who didn't know
exactly what they were doing in life to let
them know it's okay and things are funny
and you can laugh at yourself."
The third show, “Secrets of the Revolution,” took shape while Underwood was
in high school through short stories. It
takes place during the American Revolution, with bits of history mixed with fictional plot lines.
“It's like if James Bond was in 1775,"
Underwood said. "It's all about espionage
and spying and blowing shit up."
The radio theater will also air “The Adventures of Superman,” though the episodes will not be altered in any way.
Each of the shows consist of 10 episodes
per semester, with each semester making
up one season.
The trio will work in conjunction with

Annie Hall | PHOTO EDITOR |

annietaylorhall

their writers, directors, voice actors and
audio editors to produce the shows beginning mid-October.
Eventually, Underwood said he could
see the number of shows, but for now the
team is focusing on recruiting the staff
they’ll need to make the shows work, with
voice actor auditions Friday at 6 p.m. in
TSC 323.
"When it comes down to it, the more
student man power we have, the more
shows we can produce, the higher quality
they will be and the more entertaining
they will be," Underwood said.
It took most of the summer, but English
creative writing senior Jace Smellie said
he feels comfortable working with three
other writers for "On the Quad."
"I think all of us are pretty good at accepting criticism or feedback from writers," he said. "It's just about 'This doesn't
seem to fit the character,' or 'This isn't
good for this person.' It's a challenge but
I think we've gotten pretty good about it."
But to Underwood, the theater radio is
all about restoring what the advent of
television took out — imagination.
"It's theater of the mind," Underwood
said. "With audio entertainment, it leaves
it to the listener's imagination to fill in
exactly what these people look like, exactly what the scene is."
— katherine.l.larsen@gmail.com
@klamb92
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@jakeysnakey12
SOS: there’s a girl in a BYU shirt who slept over last night. What was my
roommate thinking? Plz send help.

@EmilyDaybell

TWEETS
OF THE
WEEK

Aggie bus driver: there’s another one coming in just a minute. BIGGEST
LIE EVER TOLD. #aggiestrife

@ccchecks
I’ve spent $33,547 on education and the toilet paper is still shizzy! #collegeprobs #aggiestrife

75004

@SuitJake3
I’m 100% sure the junction uses off brand cereal and just puts the real
brand on the dispenser. #AggieStrife

OUR
FUNDS
HAVE A
RECORD
LIKE A BROKEN RECORD.
TIAA-CREF: Lipper’s Best Overall Large Fund Company
three years in a row. For the first time ever. How?
Our disciplined investment strategy aims to produce
competitive risk-adjusted returns that create long-term
value for you. Just what you’d expect from a company
that’s created to serve and built to perform.
1

Learn more about our unprecedented,
award-winning performance at TIAA.org/Perform
BUILT TO PERFORM.
CREATED TO SERVE.

The Lipper Award is given to the group with the lowest average decile ranking of three years’ Consistent Return for eligible funds over
the three-year period ended 11/30/12, 11/30/13, and 11/30/14 respectively. TIAA-CREF was ranked among 36 fund companies in 2012
and 48 fund companies in 2013 and 2014 with at least five equity, five bond, or three mixed-asset portfolios. Past performance does
not guarantee future results. For current performance and rankings, please visit the Research and Performance section on tiaa-cref.org.
TIAA-CREF Individual & Institutional Services, LLC, Teachers Personal Investors Services, Inc., and Nuveen Securities, LLC, members
FINRA and SIPC, distribute securities products. ©2015 Teachers Insurance and Annuity Association of America–College Retirement
Equities Fund (TIAA-CREF), 730 Third Avenue, New York, NY 10017. C24849B
1

1

The Lipper Awards are based on a review of 36 companies’ 2012
and 48 companies’ 2013 and 2014 risk-adjusted performance.

Consider investment objectives, risks, charges and expenses carefully before investing.
Go to tiaa-cref.org for product and fund prospectuses that contain this and other
information. Read carefully before investing. TIAA-CREF funds are subject to market
and other risk factors.
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USU HOSTS, WINS CROSS COUNTRY MEET

By Joe Baraiolo
STAFF WRITER

Utah State men’s and
women’s cross country
teams came in first place
Saturday at the Utah
State Invitational in Logan to start off the 20152016 season.
“It’s always nice to open
with your first meet at
home,” said USU head
coach Gregg Gensel. “It
makes the athletes more
comfortable
because
they’re used to the facility.”
The only other team to
compete in the meet was
Westminster College.
Utah State sophomore
Justin Sheets finished
first in the men’s 7k with
a time of 20:43.59.
Sheets narrowly edged
out teammates junior

Colby Wilson, who ran a
20:43.90, and sophomore
Dillon Maggard’s time of
20:44.19.
“It went pretty well,”
Wilson said. “We were
divided into two groups.
There were four of us in
the front and the rest of
them kind of hung out in
the back. We were able to
stick as a group through
four miles, which showed
that we are stronger than
we thought and we can
really pull it together and
have a good season.”
Utah State freshman
Kashley Carter won the
women’s 5k with a time
of 17:39.78. Other top
Aggie finishers were
sophomore Jackie Heaps
at the 18:09.00 mark and
sophomore Kelsey Yamauchi at 18:11.71. Yam-

auchi took fourth and
fifth place in the women’s
5k.
“I feel great,” Carter
said. “That was fun and I
felt really strong today. I
don’t know if the first
race is a good place to
judge where I’m at yet,
but with a couple of races
I’ll figure out where I’m
at, and hopefully I’ll just
keep on getting better.”
The Utah State Invitational was the only home
meet of the year for Utah
State. Utah State’s next
meet will be Sept. 19,
when the team travels to
Bozeman, Montana for
the Montana State Invitational.
— joebaraiolo@gmail.
com
@joefish_2

Landon Pozernick | INTERN
(TOP) JUNIOR COLBY WILSON LEADS THE PACK during the final loop of Saturday’s meet. (BOTTOM) Miranda O’very (right) races
next to teammate Joanna Boyd at Saturday’s cross country meet.

5 TAKEAWAYS FROM THE SUU GAME
Despite its best efforts,
Utah State football actually squeaked out a win
over the Southern Utah
Thunderbirds.
The 12-9 final score —
yes, really — left in its
wake numerous overreactions, criticisms and
question marks. As a date
with the University of
Utah looms, here are the
major takeaways from
the narrow victory:
1. Now hiring: offen-

sive linemen
There was way too much
negative talk about Keeton after this game. If
there are legitimate concerns to be leveled at
Keeton at some point
this season, rest assured
I’ll be among the first to
do so. The fact is, Keeton
was running for his life
every time he snapped
the ball for four quarters,
a credit to SUU beating
the Aggies in the trench-

es. If you’re looking for a
direction to aim your disappointment in Thursday’s game, start with
USU’s offensive line.
I can’t confirm this, but
I’m pretty sure a strong
gust of wind would’ve
blown Keeton’s protection out of the stadium
Thursday, never to be
seen
again.
Calling
USU’s O-line mediocre
would be an undeserved
compliment, as actual

Mark Bell | SENIOR PHOTOGRAPHER |

mrkb.ll

DEVONTE ROBINSON RUNS THE BALL against Southern Utah University. The Aggies won 12-9 in the season opener and will face
the University of Utah in Salt Lake on Saturday.

mediocre O-lines occasionally manage to form
some semblance of a
pocket.
Keeton did what he
could with what he was
given. Under two seconds
to act after each snap
would make any quarterback on our roster — on
most any roster, in fact —
look bad, especially when
his wideouts never had
much time to beat SUU’s
coverage.
It’s tempting to look at
a stat sheet and blame a
stagnant offense on the
man under center, but it’s
not like Utah State got a
whole lot on the ground
either.
Without any visible
holes to run through, LaJuan Hunt was constantly forced to bounce outside of his blockers for
minimal gains. There
were certainly some positives for the Aggies’
ground game, but the
poor O-line play sank the
offense drive after drive,
to the point where SUU’s
small contingent of fans

than USU’s 21,000.
The optimist in me truly
believes they just need
in-game experience. It’s
not entirely a matter of
talent or athleticism, and
certainly isn’t a lack of effort. The line just hasn’t
had enough time to learn
how to work as a unit yet,
and that will come as
players return from suspensions and the season
matures. It’s fun to find
blame, but it’s entirely
too soon to be tempering
expectations for this
team. Wells will have this
fixed.
2. Defense still looks
solid.
It didn’t take long for
Kyler Fackrell to return
to his regular self, which
is impressive after missing an entire season to an
ACL tear. By the second
half, Fackrell and the rest
of USU’s linebacker
corps appeared in midseason form, holding the
Thunderbirds to 1-of-18
third down conversions
for the game.
The defense certainly

Logan Jones
TRAIL
BLAZIN’

here, especially for snuffing out the T-birds’ final
drive and sealing the win.
But — and I realize this
isn’t exactly fair — the
Aggie defense performed
on the elite level we fans
expected them to.
After one slip-up in the
first two minutes of the
game, the secondary defended the deep ball well
and the front seven generated tons of pressure on
SUU’s senior quarterback. The Aggies forced
short passes and didn’t
have too many missed
tackles in the open field,
saving what could’ve
been even more of a disaster of a game.
That’s just what you expect when what is supposed to be a top Mountain West defense plays a
see SUUpage 8
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AGGIES LAND TOP RECRUIT

UTAH STATE NETS FIRST EVER
ESPN TOP 100 COMMIT
By KALEN TAYLOR
SPORTS EDITOR

The Utah State men’s basketball team landed its first-ever ESPN Top-100 recruit.
“I decided to commit after my visit because
of some of the connections I had with
coaches,” Koby McEwen said. “I like the facility and the people there are passionate
about USU basketball. I feel like I can excel
in the classroom, the environment. Everything felt good.”
McEwen is a 6-foot-4 point guard that is
originally from Canada but has been attending school and playing high school basketball in Utah. He already had offers from
Wake Forest, Baylor and Ole Miss before
committing to play with the Aggies.
“He’s very intense,” said Wasatch Academy
Head Coach Curtis Condie. “He loves the
game and he will give everything he has for

Aggie nation. He’s a playmaker in general.
He makes plays.”
McEwen verbally committed to Utah State
via Twitter on Sept. 7 after taking an official
visit just four days earlier on the third.
He is rated as a 4-star player and the No.
96 recruit by ESPN. McEwen is also rated
as the No. 19 point guard in the nation. He
currently plays at Wasatch Academy in
Mount Pleasant, Utah.
“I’m a passing guard, I like to make plays
for others,” McEwen said. “I’m a two-way
player. I like to rebound and go.”
McEwen can make his commitment official on November 11 when the signing period for basketball opens.
— kalen.s.taylor@gmail.com
Twitter: @kalen_taylor

KOBY MCEWEN. PHOTO COURTESY OF DESERET NEWS
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Big Sky team that won
three games in 2014. You
can’t take anything away
from how the defense
performed, though one
hopes to see some forced
turnovers in the future.
A few dropped wouldbe interceptions and a
blocked point-after attempt returned for two
points is encouraging,
and it seems USU will be
maintaining its reputation for being formidable, but even on defense
there are some areas that
need polishing.
3. Special teams stumbles, then shines
Let’s start with the bad
— USU averaged 33
yards over a whopping 14
punts Thursday. I can’t
decide which of those
two numbers is more terrible. I’m inclined to say
the 33 yards. I’m confident Utah State’s
offense is going
to gel and improve significantly, but
t h e
T- b i r d s
seemed
to
start
every sing l e

Kelsie Lott (bottom), Kylee Larsen (top)

drive at or near the 40yard line.
That’s fine when it’s
SUU because the defense
can handle it, barely —
USU won by three
points, but Utah State’s
schedule gets tough in a
hurry. If Utah starts every
drive looking at a short
field the Aggies aren’t just going to
lose, they are going to lose big.
I’m a little surprised the team
hasn’t explored
the possibility of
recruiting a soccer
player, or even the
halftime
puntpass-kick guy. I
didn’t know it
until writ-

ing this column, but all I
want out of this season is
to witness Jeannie Woller
dropping a 60-yard punt
and pinning Boise State
on its own 10-yard line.
If the Aggies are to
stand a chance this year
against any competent
Mountain West team,
the turnover battle and
the field position battle
must be in their favor,
and that means a massive
turnaround in this particular
department.
Here’s to hoping those
first game jitters and
general dysfunction will
be set straight in the
coming weeks.
But there is certainly
good news, and it’s packaged in the most UtahState way possible. Enter
Andrew Rodriguez, a
third-string punt-returner and fringe receiving
threat. If you’ve
followed

USU football for the past
few seasons, you already
know where this is going.
With Hunter Sharp
sidelined by a two-game
suspension, Rodriguez
stepped in and provided
an open target for
oft-pressured Keeton. He
beat the coverage far
more than he was actually thrown to, catching
just two passes for 20
yards, but it was encouraging to see him race past
defenders and find ways
to get open.
Turns out, racing past
defenders tends to be a
specialty of his.
Rodriguez’
88-yard
game-winning punt return was a monster play. I
thought he was going to
wave for the fair catch,
since there were about
five defenders waiting to
eat his lunch if he so
much as thought about
returning that kick. He
sidestepped them all,
streaked to the opposite
end of the field, and with
the help of some truly superb blocking up front,
finally gave the Aggies
the six points they needed to avoid what would’ve
been an ugly loss.

Hero of the game,
third-string punt returner. Of course.
It’s worth noting USU’s
returns were actually impressive most of the
game, but the majority
didn’t count for much
due to penalties.
Which reminds me.
4. 123 yards of penalties
The Aggies effectively
doubled SUU’s total
game yardage (163) by
committing 11 penalties.
A few were bogus, and
that’s just going to happen, but so many could’ve
been avoided. If there’s a
culprit guilty of sabotaging USU’s offense other
than the offensive line,
it’s the drive-killing penalties that forced Utah
State into an endless
string of long third
downs. The Aggies converted just 1 of 15 third
downs
against
the
T-birds.
5. A glimpse into the
ground game
Hunt did manage to accumulate 80 yards rushing for the offense, and
fellow halfback Devantae
Mays rumbled for 51
yards of his own includ-

ing a 39-yarder. Mays
certainly isn’t afraid of
contact, and the one-two
punch he and Hunt can
provide, given some improved blocking, is intriguing.
The Aggies will no
doubt look to establish a
ground attack to open up
Keeton’s passing opportunities in the coming
weeks, as they quietly
had a good thing going
in the second half of
Thursday’s game. It was
overshadowed by penalties and punts, but if
USU finds a way to set all
of the pieces straight, it
could field a lethal pair of
rushers.
With Wells at the helm,
I’m guessing they do figure out this puzzle and
look considerably better
next week in Utah, and
with a lot of season left
it’s foolish to be throwing
in the towel on Chuckie,
Wells or the team in general. These things take
time.
- logantj@aggiemail.
usu.edu
@logantj
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OPINION

OUR VIEW: IT’S IMPORTANT
NOT TO FORGET TRAGEDY
Friday is the 14-year anniversary of a
plane flying in to the World Trade
Center in New York. The day —
which we now refer to as its date,
9/11 — went down in U.S. history.
Many of USU's newest students
were four years old when that happened. Even some of the older seniors
were in elementary and middle
school.
It's hard to forget that 9/11 happened, in fact it's almost impossible
because the national news cycle does
a good job picking the story up every
September. It is sometimes easy to
become jaded from 9/11.
Between the relative young age of

ACADEMIC
from PAGE 1

documentaries.
One
website,
Kahn
Academy,
S
is dedicated to this. On
this website, there are
topics ranging from
math to science to language arts, for all ages. It
is a great and easy way to
keep your brain stimulated and prepare for the
upcoming year.
Even working a job can
keep some of these skills
up. Taking a math
course? Cashier for the
summer. Maeda said
that she looks for a job
that includes problem
solving.
It is important to stay
in touch with the things
you learned last year, and
sometimes not all that
easy.
“After three months
of using the fun part
of your brain, it’s hard
to switch back and remember everything,” said
Kearsten Howlett, a creative writing major.

people on this campus, the large
number of years since 9/11 and the
multitude of tragedies since, it may be
easy to let 9/11 get mixed in with the
past.
So instead, it is our view that this
Friday you should all really think
about 9/11. We're not saying you
won't do that — we're just suggesting
that we all take a moment to appreciate the first responders, mourn the
multitude of deaths and appreciate
how the country stood together since.
With all the emphasis on the commemoration, it's easy to grow indifferent. So on Friday, we should all
make an active effort not to do so.

Brain plasticity, in simple terms, is how the
brain is structured to gain
and retain knowledge.
When someone learns
something new, new
pathways are created between the neurons in
your brain. In other
words, the brain is restructured. If these new
pathways fail to be used
over a long period of
time, the brain “prunes”
what is not needed and
the pathway dies out.
Students can be creative
with how they decide to
stimulate their brains
over the summer. It
doesn’t all have to be sitting and reading textbooks for next year’s
classes. If a student is
studying wildlife science
major?, they could hike
the Wasatch Front for a
week or help with a local
sports team if studying
physical therapy.
Hall said that he fills his
time with things that interest him, like playing
the bass guitar, so that he

is actively using his brain.
A well-balanced life is
very important. Recreation is just as important
for learning as studying
is. Scientists recommend
that you take a 10 to 15
minute break from studying every hour or so.
Constant study can be
tiring and the brain needs
legitimate breaks. Playing games to stretch the
mind can help students
for a few minutes, between study sessions.
Sometimes
students
have a tendency to focus
on the recreational aspect
a little more than the academic aspect, but learning doesn’t always have to
be boring. Students can
make it fun and exciting.
Break boundaries, go explore, and have fun while
not being a total couch
potato during the summer. Open up new paths
– literally.

PHOTO COURTESY OF MCT CAMPUS

Firefighter Ryan Cooke pauses for a moment to reflect on Tuesday, September 11, 2012, in front of the 343 wooden crosses on the
Fullerton, California, front lawn of Orange County Fire Authority Firefighter Scott Townley. They commemorate the sacrifices of the first
responders on September 11. Tonwley’s display also includes thousands of small U.S. flags. (Mark Boster/Los Angeles Times/MCT)

FOOTBALL
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ground.
“A lot of it was Booker
and Wilson in this last
game,” Fackrell said.
“They have a lot of threats
and a lot of athletes at receiver, too. We’re going to
have to play well in all
areas and we’re going to
have to fly to the ball and
get more than one person
at the point attack when
we’re tackling them because they’re big, physical
players.”
Wells
complimented
Utah and acknowledged
that the team is well-

coached.
“Those guys are really
good,” Wells said. “With
Kyle
Whittingham-coached teams, you
have a lot of respect before you even turn the
tape on in terms of special teams, what they do
to prepare and their ingame adjustments. It’s
always been a factor with
his teams. They’re extremely well-coached on
special teams, they always
are, and they’ve got very
good players in a very
good scheme.”
The game between the
Utes and the Aggies will
mark 112 times that the
two teams have met, the

longest rivalry in USU
history. Utah State is 2978-4 overall in the series.
The Aggies haven’t won a
game in Salt Lake since
1997.
“It’s been a heck of a rivalry. It’s been very competitive,” Whittingham
said. “I can tell you that,
especially as of late. Our
guys look forward to it.
Like I said earlier, we
better be at our best if
we’re going to have a
chance to win this football game.”
— kalen.s.taylor@
gmail.com
@kalen_taylor

–roniastephen@gmail.
com

Kylee Larsen | MANAGING EDITOR |

kyletaylorlarsen

UTAH STATE HEAD COACH MATT WELLS awaits kickoff in the Aggies season opener against Southern Utah University.
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CALENDAR | SEP. 10- Sep. 13
ADD YOUR EVENT AT USUSTATESMAN.COM/EVENTS

THURSDAY SEP 10
Celebration of Children and
Families

4th Annual Logan Film Festival Abstraction and The Dreaming
Caine Lyric Theatre-Utah State Univer- Nora Eccles Harrison Museum of Art
sity
Free, 10:00 am
$5-$45. $5 Students and Faculty $20 Locals $45 Regular, 4:00 pm

Historic Home Tour 2015

Women’s Hockey

Man Vs. Grill/Fundraiser for
Summer Beaumont

$10, 10:00 am

George S Eccles Ice Center

Center Street Grill

Free, 8:45 pm

$20 to enter the Man Vs. Grill contest, or
you can donate in the jars provided, 6:00 $25-$30. Children 12 and under - $10, under 3 - Free!, 6:00 pm
pm

USU Quad
Free, 4:00 pm

2015 Cache Valley Parade of
Homes
Cache Valley Home Builders Association
$10, 12:00 pm

FRIDAY SEP 11
Adoption Extravaganza
Logan PetsMart
Free, 2:00 pm

USU’s Artoberfest
Caine School of Arts
Free, 2:30 pm

SATURDAY SEP 12
LoToJa Classic

Logan

Farm to Table Banquet
The Riverwoods Conference Center

Them Travelin’ Birds
Caffe Ibis
Free, 1:00 pm

Sunrise Cyclery
Free, 6:00 am

4th Annual Logan Film Festival

SUNDAY SEP 13

Caine Lyric Theatre-Utah State Univer- Social Bike Ride
Caffe Ibis
sity
$5-$45. $5 Students and Faculty $20 Lo- $5, 8:30 am
cals $45 Regular, 4:00 pm
Adoption Extravaganza

Logan PetsMart
Free, 10:00 am

